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 Inside This Issue: 
This issue of the Waybill is a little late because your 
BOD was hard at work at our normal press time, and we 
have some exciting news on page 7. There’s a new 
Member of the Year; discover who he is on page 4. And 
check out the grand opening on Long Island on page 6. 
Our first Hudson raffle winner is identified on page 5. 
Garfield show update, too! Not bad for the first 3 months 
of 2011~ with more to come! 
So… grab a cup of coffee, thumb through and 
enjoy! 
 

Coming in the next Waybill: 
METCA Division car ‘76~  a rarity with a history 
Convention 2015; an update 
What happened at York in April? 
Registration forms for all METCA events in 2011 
Stu Rankin writes… 
And MORE METCA history! 
 
      With sincere thanks and appreciation to 
                     GREG CATANESE 
Prestige Envelope and Lithographic 
    Who handles METCA’s Waybill printing 
                    (631) 434-3399 ext.104 
               gcatanese@prestigelg.com 

On the Cover:  
You’re looking at the first-ever METCA newsletter from 50 
years ago~ just a single page. One of the fun things about 
being part of TCA is not only learning about trains, but TCA 
history (and by default, local history) through archives such as 
this provided by Train Doctor Rem Hunnewell. To see how 
the first show turned out, you need not wait~ check the back 
cover… and enjoy what’s in between! 
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_____President’s Perspective 
                            ~ Scot Kienzlen                            

In 2011, METCA is all about choices for you. We begin the year with great anticipation about events and activities that will help 
many of you realize (if you’ve been with the division for any length of time) that we are thriving and will continue to do so for years 
to come… with YOUR help! 
 

2011 is an election year for us, and I’m winding down as your President. It’s been a great run, and we’ve implemented many changes 
over the past 4-5 years that have benefitted METCA MIGS; some of those include division Bylaws, shows in New York and our 
division car series. We’ve kept division dues low, we’ve introduced free admission to division shows for METCA MIGS and we’ve 
introduced METCA wear. But Director Kevin Quinn is stepping down, and we want YOU to consider stepping up. More on this 
elsewhere in this issue. 
 

After careful consideration, your BOD has decided to continue with our (originally) short-run division car series. VP Stu Rankin has 
come up with several designs for this highly successful series. Just how successful? OTHER TCA divisions are copying the idea! 
Watch for ANOTHER surprise from METCA, leading the way! Choose to purchase a car and start your own collection! 
 

Our four main shows have been serving a majority of METCA MIGS, but we continue to search for someone to lead the charge for a 
show which will conveniently serve METCA members in our seven-county area of NY state. That person will have enthusiastic 
support from the METCA Board of Directors! Choose to help! 
 

Last year’s very successful Hudson raffle will be revisited in 2011; we’re searching for another great 773 candidate. Watch for details 
and take a shot at winning a classic Lionel-built steam loco for just $25.00!  
 

But wait~ there’s more! Our 4th Annual METCA Mini-Meet at the Clinton Diner in NJ, where there’s an original observation car 
“Biela” from the famous Jersey Central’s “Blue Comet” in which you can dine, should be on your calendar in August; and right 
behind that, our new annual family picnic will be at the Whippany, NJ Railway Museum in September. And we JUST finished 
confirming details for METCA’s 50th anniversary get together. Great fun, great fellowship, and great trains! Choose to participate! 
 

And I’d like to personally thank YOU for making the choice to actively support the fastest-growing division in TCA! 

                                                   
METCA’s Involved     
 

The Open Door food pantry in Freehold NJ was once again the recipient of over 1500 in donations and over 1,000 pounds of food, 
thanks to METCA member Joe Mania and a few of his friends. We all got together on February 20 and set up some great operating 
and static train displays, free to the public for a donation to the Open Door. This was the final showing of our popular on-the-floor 
Standard Gauge display for awhile.     

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joe Mania’s complete & operating Wells Fargo set from Marx                        This train set complete with train sold for $450.00 at silent auction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
      

           Here’s a great idea for a Cub Scout den project!                                                           Lionel Prewar~ every piece has a story 
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 MEMBER OF THE YEAR  
 

He’ll stand right in front of you and tell you that he doesn’t deserve it. Don’t listen to him.  
Deservedly, Kevin Quinn IS METCA’s Member of the Year in 2011. 
Kevin came to METCA’s rescue in 2005, when the division was in serious jeopardy of shutting 
down. His attendance at METCA Board of Director’s meetings and energy in helping to redefine 
the ‘new’ METCA was instrumental in bringing about the changes which help us enjoy the 
division as we know it today. 
Kevin jumped right in shortly after METCA’s Garfield show was established by Rem Hunnewell 
and took on ‘ownership’ of the show. Through his diligence the show grew, with more and more 
vendors, door prizes, display layouts and greater public awareness of the show and of METCA. 
Prior to his involvement, the Metropolitan Division was looked upon with great negativity; 
Kevin has worked hard to change that perception. 
As METCA has grown, so has Kevin’s enthusiasm for letting people know about the division and the TCA. You can see 
him volunteering his time at many non-TCA affiliated shows these days with an entire table devoted to METCA, 
complete with information about the TCA, applications to join and a complete set of all the METCA Division fundraising 
cars. Did you know the division made a special F-3 diesel shell? Kevin has one! 
His personal collection of prewar O, standard gauge and postwar Lionel is a joy to behold; his enthusiasm to share his 
knowledge is second only to his pride in displaying the collection, as evidenced by the several antiques display cabinets 
he uses.  
Kevin’s responsibilities away from the hobby are taking more and more of his time, and he won’t be rejoining the Board 
of Directors beginning in 2012. But you’ll see him at shows with our METCA information table, so be sure to spend a few 
minutes to chat and enjoy the company of Kevin Quinn, METCA’s MOTY for 2011. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
               Garfield show review  
 

We’re pleased to report that Bob Dobrowolski, a former METCA 
Director, has taken the reins of our Garfield show, effective this past 
January. And for a first timer, he did great! 
Admittedly we had some procedural glitches (not Bob’s fault) with 
this one, but the turnout was still good. Many of our regulars, 
including Anthony Dudynski and Ike Shalom, were on hand. We were 
even able to accommodate some newcomers… maybe you’ll be one at 
out NEXT show! 
Thanks goes out to Irene and the staff at the Boys & Girls Club of 
Garfield who always take care of us. And a special recognition of 
appreciation to the folks who make the wonderful food, too! 
Displays from AristoCraft and Atlas helped make this a show where 
there was something for everyone. C’mon and join us~ make plans to 
attend the next METCA Garfield show in November! 
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METCA Celebrates Dual Anniversaries               
~Bob Amling 80-15029                                                                                     

METCA’s Train Show at Howard Beach on 2/12 was a festive occasion. We celebrated the 50th Anniversaries of METCA and St Helen’s Church by 
sharing an Anniversary cake with all in attendance. Of course there was FREE coffee to go along with the cake.  

This show also marked the final drawing for 
the 1964 Hudson. Nick Ranzie drew the 
winning ticket which belonged to METCA 
Member Erol Gurcan. Erol was not 
available to accept the prize which was 
displayed by Bob Amling and Kevin Quinn. 
 

We unveiled METCA’s 2015 Convention Banner at the show which is pictured here with METCA members Vic Crecco and Ed Sparacio. 

TCA Member Bo McCalister drove up from Alexandria, VA; Bo arrived at 6:45 AM to set up 
his tables. We managed to make room for Bo at the last minute on Friday, when Brooklyn N-
Trak had to back out of their display due to a few illnesses. The show was sold out for the 4th 
consecutive time with some new dealers picking up space temporarily given up by some 
regulars due to family and work conflicts. The November show bookings have 
already started. 
The Drag Races continue to be a hit with the kids. Mark 
Ranzie maintains the drag race equipment and conducts the 
races with the help of his family and METCA Member Dan 
Trembinski. Mark is seen here with the 1st and 2nd place 
winners of the final heat. Mark and his lovely wife Michele 

will mark their 25th Anniversary on the day of our November 19th show. Michele has already told me that they will 
be at the show! 
This show could not have been another success without the help of METCA Members, John Belpanno, Sal Buono, 
Mario Cililotta, Bob Del Castillo, Steve Musso, Mark Ranzie and Dan Trembinski; as well as METCA BODs Rem 
Hunnewell, Kevin Quinn, and Stu Rankin, along with METCA Family Members Lorraine Bernich and Renee 
Quinn. METCA Member James Baglino is the St Helen’s HNS point man. James and the whole Holy Name Society 
gang provide the “turnkey” support from setup to tear down and everything in between; including the best food of 
any train show which is prepared by Sal Rainone. Thank you! 
Advertising is key to a successful show; and we have a great team that volunteer to get our flyers out. Of special 
note METCA Members Mike Iorio, Carmelo Sancetta and Ike Shalom; as well as TCA members Joseph Jones and Gene Simbolt. Thank you! 

If you haven’t been to a METCA show at Howard Beach; you are missing out on a great experience! 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Election Time in METCA land 
Every two years, you have the opportunity to get involved with METCA; either by helping to elect new Officers and Directors or by 
becoming one yourself~ and that’s the case in 2011.The Election Committee is currently entertaining considerations for nominees and 
vetting candidates. We expect that METCA Members in Good Standing (MIGS) will receive their voting ballots on or around 
September 30, 2011; voting will close on October 30 and ballots must be postmarked on or before that date. Details on our election 
timetable in the next Waybill.            
                                                                                                                                          ~ Scot Kienzlen, Election Committee Chair 
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METCA 50th Anniversary—Looking Back----- I was thinking about METCA’s 50th anniversary and wondered what it was like for 
our hobby back then. Well, there were no 3 rail O gauge club layouts on Long Island.  Model Railroad clubs were strictly scale modeling. Both HO 
and O gauge clubs existed which had their starts in the immediate postwar years. So back in 1961, this is what the club scene was like on Long Island 

Long Island City hosted the HO Empire Valley Model Railroad Club, located since the postwar years in the basement of an apartment building near 
Broadway and 44th street. The clubs layout is based on a bridge line running from Allentown PA, through Binghamton NY and North. Check the 
club’s website: http://empirevalleyrr.org/history.html  .  This club sponsored swap meets at Turn hall in Long Island City during the 1960’s. Club 
member Hal Fletcher ran the meets at Turn Hall and other locations in later years .Besides the tables of trains for sale by hobbyists, Hal conducted 
auctions of vendors and attendees train items. Hal was a locomotive craftsman and was reported to have built every Varney steamer kit made 
including the rare articulateds that were really a kit to make a kit. No “ shake the box and you’re done”  with these   Last time I saw Hal was  at a 
local toy train meet near Hicksville LI,  just after he had sold most of his collection including those Varney engines for, I think $5000. Hal thought 
that was big bucks! 

In the Williston Park-Mineola area, the Nassau Model Railroad Club was in the basement of a commercial building on Jericho Turnpike. This club 
operated the HO scale Montauk Valley Railroad which was based on Long Island railroad operations Jamaica and eastward. The terminal area had a 
diorama of Jamaica Avenue complete with a working BMT el line. Bob Root was a long time member of this club. The club lost its lease several 
years ago and has not rebuilt in a new location. The club like that el is now probably a memory. 

The HO West Island Club is perhaps the best known of the Long Island scale-oriented clubs. The club operates the Allegheny and Western Railroad 
which is a modern day combination of the CNJ, Reading, Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania and Long Island Railroads. For more info, see the club 
website, http://www.westislandmodelrailroadclub.com/home.html . The club began in Westbury but moved to West Old Country Road, Hicksville in 
the basement of  an A&P supermarket where it was for a number years . Following relocation to Farmingdale, the club is back in Hicksville on Route 
107. Bridges and structures were always a highlight of this club.  Lou Boyd who had a reputation as a custom painter was a prominent member and 
was pictured in Model Railroader magazine with these bridges in the early 1960's.  Ira Rothberg was another well-known West Island member. 
 
The Rockville Center Model Railroaders operate the HO Sheepshead Connecting Lines, an Eastern bridge line connecting the PRR and NYC. Its 
logo depicts a sheep’s head similar to the Great Northern RR. This club originated in Brooklyn and it moved to its Sunrise Highway location in the 
1970’s. See its website: http://rvcmr.org/ . This club still operates conventional 12 volt dc. No DCC here folks! There is a wonderful detailed model 
of the Brooklyn Manor station, once an important stop on the LIRRs long gone Rockaway Branch.  
 
Turning to O scale, the Bay Ridge Model Railroad Club was founded in 1946. It operates the New York Connecting railroad and may be the last 
model railroad to still operate an outside third rail track system. It has also installed a O gauge Elevated subway line which appears to run on a center 
third rail type track. See a story about the club in the Brooklyn Eagle article: 
http://www.brooklyneagle.com/categories/category.php?category_id=27&id=25037  
 The club websites can be found at: http://knighttime.tripod.com/bayridgemodelrailroadclub.html 
 
The Lynbrook O gauge 2 rail club was actually in East Rockaway. John Page, the editor of Model Railroader Magazine in the early 1960’s, was a 
member of this club. Losing its lease, the club tried unsuccessfully to become a modular club. I believe folks active in this club joined up with the 
Stamford Connecticut O scale club. I remember seeing a Lobaugh New York Central Niagara running on this layout. It was quite a model and a treat 
to see in operation. 

Lionel Visitors Center Layout Opens April 9th 2011! ----- History is being made this April with the long awaited 
debut of the relocated and rebuilt Lionel layout from the Chesterfield visitor’s center. All track lines are running and the 
folks at RMLI are working feverishly to ready the layout for the inaugural public runs on April 9th 2011. I have included 

some photos so you can see the 
progress. George Faeth and 
Bob Mintz report that trains are 
running on all the lines on the 
layout. Work on the scenery is 
coming along as you can see.  
Mark your calendars for  
April 9th to come out and see 
this great layout in action. It 
will be a great way to kick off 
your York Week and the folks 
at RMLI will be happy to see 

you. Festivities and a formal Grand Opening program are being planned in conjunction with Riverhead Rail Fest on 
August 27-28th. This is always a fun event and should be even more so with the new layout. Perhaps some special 
visitors? More details on these festivities in the next Waybill. 
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In Addition…. FYI  

On January 23rd 2010 the METCA Division officially was represented at the Northwest Jersey Train-O-Rama (Don Brill’s) train show in 
Dover NJ. Don being a member of the Board of Directors for METCA offered us table space to promote the TCA,  METCA &  the 2015 
TCA Convention hosted by the METCA Division. Hosting the METCA table was Bob and Debbie Dobrowolski and Kevin and Renee 
Quinn. We handed out applications, pamphlets and other TCA information to many interested patrons. On display was Kevin ‘s  METCA 
train, consisting of all of the club cars METCA had made up starting with the 1971 F3’s to present day mint cars. Also on display was 
the 1964 773 Hudson that was raffled off at METCA’S Howard Beach show on February 12th, 2011. Our 2015 NATIONAL TCA 
convention banner hung on the wall and framed artwork of our recent mint cars were placed around the display table. This event was 
truly a excellent day for TCA & METCA. Look for us at future shows throughout the METCA territory. Thanks again to Don for giving us 
the table space to promote TCA.  

The METCA DIVISION attended the Dover Train Show in Dover NJ on Sunday March 20th. The show is hosted by METCA board 
member Don Brill. Once again Don gave the division table space to show off TCA and the METCA DIVISION. We had the Kevin Quinn's 
METCA train surrounded by TCA publications and METCA Shirts and mugs. Also adorning the table was framed artwork of METCA'S 
recent run of mint cars produced by METCA VP Stu Rankin. On hand promoting TCA was METCA'S President Scot Kienzlen, board 
members, Kevin Quinn, Don Brill, Rem Hunnewell. The division handed out many TCA applications with very positive comments. 
Literature from both TCA national and the division were passed out to a wide range of visitors to the METCA table. Many questions 
were answered by the METCA representatives and explaining the benefits of joining TCA. This was a very good day for both national 
TCA and the METCA division. Thanks again to Don for allowing us this opportunity to promote TCA. 
                                                 

We Interrupt this newsletter for a special announcement~ actually, Three! 

We are thrilled to let you know that METCA’s 50th Anniversary Banquet will be held at the NJ HiRailers Club facility in Paterson, NJ 
later this year. Many of you are familiar with NJHirailers President Ben Fioriello and this club, which has opened their doors to online 
OGR forum members with an annual ‘Trainstock’ event; it attracts hundreds to this largest     ( http://njhirailers.com/ ) 3-rail O club 
layout in America! Watch for exciting news and updates about this once in a lifetime event~ and make plans to attend! 

 

We are also pleased that we are working out details for a first-ever INDOOR mini-meet at the NJHirailers Club that will coincide with 
a NJHirailers open house! Tables will be available on a first-come, first served basis. Watch for details and information in the next 
Waybill! 
PLUS~ in 2012, METCA proudly announces yet ANOTHER benefit for being one of our METCA MIGS; the Metropolitan 
Division will sponsor and award an annual $500.00 COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP. In late March 2011, the BOD authorized 
this scholarship for one individual annually who meets the criteria. Watch for additional announcements about this new and 
exciting dimension to METCA Division membership! Is YOUR division dues up to date? 

 

 

 
 
 
                   
 
 
                                                                                                           

                  
                  Advertise with the fastest growing division 
                                        In the TCA! 
                                                                                            
                      Advertise with 
                          METCA! 
                       Just $25.00 for 4 Waybill insertions 
                                 To learn more, call Scot 
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